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The influence of Islam in the modern world has weakened to such an
alarming extent that the President of Tunisia, Habib Bourguiba, in a
nation-wide speech, delivered over radio, on February 18, 1960, dared
publically to attack on the fasting of Ramzan, blaming it for hindering
Tunisia's economic development "Fasting may be intended to purify the
spirit by enfeebling the body, what | need are strong bodies to
revolutionise this country and raise us to the western standard of living."
President Bourguiba argued that the struggle for economic development
excuses workers from the Ramazan fasting. He then bitterly denounced
the Rector of Zaitonia University for refusing to consider the economic
growth of Tunisia more important than the Ramazan.*
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*(Islam Versus west by Maryam Jameela. P.42)
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